RUSSIAN CASE REVIEW

(see declension charts for endings and forms)

1. NOMINATIVE (umeHuTeIbHBII MaieK)

a. The nominative case is used to convey the subject of a sentence, that is, the
person or thing performing the action described by the verb.

HoBas cTyneHTKa YacTo 3aHUMaeTCs.
TBOW KypHaJ JIE)KUT Ha CTOJIE.

b. The nominative is used as the direct object (or predicate) of the absent verb "to
be" in the present tense:

Kats uaTepecHast keHIIIUHA.
Hamma xBapTupa MajaeHbKasl.

2. GENITIVE (poauTtejbHbIi Magex)
a. The genitive case is used to convey "of":

Komns ne€T cTakaH BOJKH.
Kapra ObiBiiero Coserckoro Coro3a BUCHT Ha CTCHE.

Possession by a noun is also conveyed in this way. That is, "Nina's sister" becomes
"the sister of Nina":

Cectpa Hunsl xxuBér B Kanudpopuumu.
51 roBopuIIa ¢ mpernojaBareieM TBOEro opara.

b. The genitive is used after certain prepositions. The most common are: 6e3, u3, O,
OKOJI0, 10, AJIs, IOCIIE, Y

Onu BepHynuch U3 MOCKBBIL.

Carra >kMBET OKOJIO YHUBEPCUTETA.

51 He Mory xuTh 6€3 TeOs.

Jluma ctout y OKHa.

Uro ThI Oyaemib 1enaTh OOCIe 3aHsATUI ?

"V" is also used to convey possession (the equivalent of "to have" in English):

VY Baiero oTia KpacuBble IJ1as3a.
Y MeHsd ecTb BOIpoOC.




c. The genitive is used to show negation or absence:

VY Hero Het apy3eu.
B HameM ropojie HeT KUTalCKOro pecTopaHa.
Ero He OBUIO HA JIEKIUH.

d. The genitive is used as the object of adverbs of quantity: ckonbko, MHOTO, MaO,
HECKOJILKO, HEMHOT'O

Cxonbko y TeOs1 OpaTbeB?

Y MeHsl MHOTO JEHET, HO MaJI0 BpEMEHHU.

MBI BCTPETHIIMCH C HUIM HECKOJIBKO HEJIeNIb Ha3a/l.
B crakane ObLIIO HEMHOTO BOJIBL.

If the noun represents something that can be counted, use the genitive plural. If the
noun describes something that can't be counted, use the genitive singular.

e. The genitive is used after all numerals except "ogun":

nBa (aBe), TpH, YeThIpe: genitive singular
MSTh-ABA/ILATh, TPUALATH, etc.: genitive plural

VY Hero aBe cecTphbl.

¥ Hac B rpymnne Tpuanarh Tpu CTyAEHTA.
MoeMy CbIHY yXK€e 4eThIpe roja.

Mp1 nepexanu B MOCKBY IISITHALATh JIET HA3a.
OH KynuJI MHE COPOK IIATh HOBBIX KHHUT.

f. The genitive is used as the object of certain verbs. Some of the most common are:
00sThCsI, N30eraTh/M30eXKaThb, JOCTUTaTh/ JIOCTUTHY Th:

ManeHbkue AC€TU UHOT A GOSITCSI r'pos.
[Touemy TbI n30eraenib MpaBabl?

g. The genitive is used to complete comparative expressions:
OH MOJ10%K€e MEHSI.
Hx noM OoJiblire HAIIETO.

h. The genitive is used to express "on" with dates:

Mawma npuexana BTOpOro masl.
3aHaTHa HAYUHAIOTCI ABAaAATh MIECTOT'O aBI'yCTa.




3. DATIVE (JaTteabHblii nagex)

a. The dative case is used to convey the indirect object, that is, the person or thing
that receives the direct object:

MapuHa nuieT poauTeasM IUCbMO.
Komy Tb1 1aéues 3Ty KHUTY?

b. The dative is used to convey the logical subject in expressions of necessity,
possibility and impossibility (+ verb infinitive): Hamo, HykHO, HEOOXOIUMO, MOXKHO,
HEJIb35I, BO3MOXKHO, HEBO3MOKHO

CryneHTaM HyHO OBbLIIO TOBTOPUTH BECh YPOK.
MHe Ha10 MOrOBOPHUTH € TOOOH 00 ATOM.

Expressions of need (using a noun) are also governed by the dative. Once again, the
logical subject goes into the dative; the thing or person needed is nominative and
determines the form of the short form adjective:

OHn MHe HyxeH. OHa MHE HYy>KHa.

Moemy 6paTy HY>KHBI I€HBI'H.
Hawm HyXkHO Kpecito.

c. The dative is used to convey the logical subject in impersonal expressions:
Mue x0101H0. MOUM pOAUTENSM CKYYHO.

DTO BaM MHTEPECHIO?
UYro emy nenatsb?

d. The dative is used in age expressions:

Ckoipko Tebe ner?
MOGMV PYCCKOMY JAPVIY ABAAIIaTb OAWH I'OJ.

e. The dative is used as the object of the prepositions "mo" and "k":

Jlonka muibIBET K Oepery.
OH COELHUAIUCT 10 PYCCKOMY SA3BIKY.

f. The dative is used for the direct object after certain verbs, for example:
MMOMOTaTh/TIOMOYb; OTBEYATh/OTBETUTH; yIIBIOATHCS/yIBIOHY THCS;
3BOHUTH/TI03BOHHUTH; BEPUTH/TIOBEPHUTh, H3MECHSITH/U3MEHUTD,
3aBHJIOBATH/TI03aBUI0BATH:

ITomoru mue!
OHn no3BoHUT Tebe 3aBTpa.
A He Bepro aTOMY YesioBeKy. OH U3MEHSIET KEHE.




g. The dative is used with impersonal verb forms: xodercs, HpaBUTCS, TPUXOIUTCS,
KayKeTCs:

MHe xo4eTcs MuTh.
Hune He HpaBHUTCS TBOS 100Ka.
4. ACCUSATIVE (BunHurejibHbIE NaJ1€XK)

a. The accusative case is used to convey the direct object, that is, the person or thing
that receives the action of the verb.

[leTs unTaeT HHTEPECHYIO CTATHIO.
Jlapuca mrobut Poccuto.

Remember that animate masculine nouns and animate plural nouns (both genders)
take genitive endings in the accusative:

Buepa MbI yBHI€TH Balllero CTaporo cocena B IEHTPE.
Trwl 3Haems MBana Agnpeesuya?
OH nmro0UT JeTEH.

b. The accusative is used after the prepositions B, Ha, moa, and 3a when motion or
direction is conveyed by the verb:

S uny B OuOIHUOTEKY.
OTO0T aBTOOYC MIET B LIEHTP.
Mpl eieM Ha paboTy.

Huna mocraBuiza 30HTHK 3a ABCPb.

c. The accusative is used in time expressions to express at a certain hour or on a day
of the week:

Omnu npuexanu B yac. OH yexaj B ISITHUILLY.

The accusative is also used in expressions of duration or repetition (without a
preposition):

MpbI oTABIXaJIM HA MOPE HENEIIIO.
Omna pabotana BCo cy000Ty.
S BcTpedaroch ¢ HUM KaXKIYI0 HEJIEINIO.

d. The accusative is used with the prepositions gepe3 and mpo:

Onu roopsT npo OJIbry.
Mpbl BepHEMCS Yepe3 MECHIL.
Onu nepenuin yepes yJauiy.



5. INSTRUMENTAL (TBopuTeabHBbIii magex)

a. The instrumental case is used to convey the instrument, means, or manner by
which something is done:

S nury kapaHjganmom.
Ona ezner Ha paboTy TpamMBaeM.

OH paboTaeT HHKEHEPOM.

b. The instrumental is used as the object of certain prepositions, including ¢ (when it
means "with"), and mox, Hax, mexny, 3a, and nepen when they denote location:

Tans pasroBapuBacT ¢ HOAPYIOW.

MasuuK CHIAT MO CTOJIOM.

Ham nom HaxoauTes MeXAy OYTON U PECTOPAHOM.
30HTHK CTOWT 3a JABEPHIO.

c. The instrumental is used after many verbs. It is used for the direct object of the
verb "0bITB" in the past, future and infinitive forms:

OHu XU BMECTe Koraga OHH ObUIH CTYJACHTAMMU.
OH X04eT OBIThH BpavyoM.

Omna Oyner akTpucoi.

The instrumental is also used after the following verbs: cranoButbcsi/cTaTh;
Ka3aThCs/TI0KA3aThCsl; OCTABATHCS/OCTATHCS; CUUTATHCS; 3aHMMAThCS;
HUHTEPECOBATHCS:

51 oYeHb NHTEPECYIOCh MY3bIKOU.
OH cuMTaeTCsl yMHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.
Tum 3aHUMaeTCst pyCCKUM S3bIKOM.
Jletn ctamu OONBITUMH.

6. PREPOSITIONAL (IIpeasno:kublii naaex)

a. The prepositional case is used after the prepositions "B" and "Ha" when they refer
to location:

I"ans xxuBér B [leTepOypre.
E€ my>x pabortaer Ha 3aBojie.
bymara nexxur Ha crose.

b. The prepositional is also used with the prepositions "o" and "tipu":

51 He Xxouy JyMaTh 00 ITOM.
He roBopu o TBOéM OpaTte npu AeTsx.



